codebook
CHICAGO COMMUNITY AREAS[footnoteRef:1] [1:  The author would like to thank Professor Fernando DeMaio for all his help!] 

This data set contains 77 cases (the 77 community areas of Chicago) and 13 variables plus a variable of the names of the areas. The data is from CMAP and Healthy Chicago 2.0--Chicago Health Atlas, and it can be accessed online. Much of the data is originally from the American Community Survey collected by the US Census Bureau.
The Chicago Health Atlas data is at this link: https://www.chicagohealthatlas.org/indicators
Some Notes and Warnings
· The list of community areas is alphabetical, but if you import data from other data sets, be sure that it matches the areas correctly.
· All the variables (except the names) are coded as numerical variables, but the variable Economic Hardship is really an ordinal variable (with 3 categories) and should be treated as such.
· The cases are community areas—the populations of these areas vary markedly. The variables are generally percentages or medians (so population size “doesn’t matter”) but some caution must be exercised in the interpretations.
· The data generally pertains to 2015.
· The website has the Chicago (total city) data; do NOT enter this into the data file because it will result in confusion. The Chicago data for 2015 is shown on the next page to serve as points of reference.
· For some of the areas, some of the variables did not “come up”—it is possible that if you try again, they will be available.
· I included the variables listed on the next page, but the site provides a large number of variables, most pertaining to health status, morbidity, mortality, health-related behaviors, and resources in the community. You are strongly encouraged to visit the site and import variables that interest you into the data file (for research reports).
The Variables[footnoteRef:2]  [2:  Chicago data is at the end of each item in bold face.] 

Col 1: Name of the community area (somewhat abbreviated) 
Col 2: Median household size in the area
Col 3: Median age
Col 4: % White (of the total population) 32% 
Col 5: % Black (or African American) 30.9% 
Col 6: % Latino (or Hispanic) 29.1 %
For the data on race/ethnicity, the remaining percentages include Asian (Chicago: 5.9%) and “other” and are not yet included in the data set.
Col 7: Median Household Income; this is coded in 1000s of dollars. E.g., 44.07 means that the median household income in the community area was $44,070. (It has been rounded to two decimal places.) Household incomes vary depending on how many household members receive an income. Chicago: $48,522.
Col 8: % of adults who completed high school. 82.3%
Col 9: % of adults who completed college. 35.6%
Col 10: Economic Hardship (a 3-category ordinal variable coded with 1 = Low, 2 = Medium, and 3 = High. Note that with this coding you might find a positive relationship with % in poverty and a negative relationship with median household income. You will find more at this link, on p. 4: 
https://www.cityofchicago.org/content/dam/city/depts/cdph/CDPH/HC2.0Plan_3252016.pdf
This is an index based on six indicators: crowded housing (> 1 person per room); % below the federal poverty level; unemployment; % of adults over 25 without a high school degree; dependency (population younger than 18 or over 64); and per capita income. In using this index, avoid trying to correlate it with its underlying variables—instead see how other variables in the data set are related to the economic-hardship index.
Col 11: Violent Crime Rate: violent crimes reported per 100,000 of population in the year of data collection. This number is not the actual number of crimes committed in the neighborhood. The community areas generally do not have populations in the 100,000s. The crime rate is an extrapolation of the number of crimes to a population of 100,000. In the data set, this rate is represented in terms of “how many thousands of violent crimes per 100,000 population?” For example, if the rate was 3300 per 100,000 of population, the observation in the file is 3.30. Chicago: 4.49 (i.e., 4,490 per 100,000)
Col 12: Child Poverty rate as a percentage of children living in the area. 31.4%
Col 13: Foreign-born as a percentage of total population. 21.10%
Col 14: Unemployment rate (based on those seeking work, not “discouraged workers” and those who are not in the labor force). 9.5%
